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St Thomas’
Stopsley Parish Church
11 Dec 2022 - Advent 3

Newsletter
Seeking to Share God’s Love

Services this week:
Sun 8:30am, 10am, 11:30am
Wed 10am ; Daily Livestream 10am (Except Fri)

Advent Joy
Advent is a wonderful time of mounting expectation!
Except, for me, this year it has been through the fog of covid. Yes, it
finally got me! Thank you so much to everyone who has stepped in
over the last couple of weeks to keep everything happening. We are a
team!
But as I emerge from the covid-smog, I suddenly am aware all the
more of the dramatic joy of the Christmas event emerging ahead of
us!
I don't know if it was a misty night when the shepherds heard their
good news? But suddenly, unexpectedly, they can see that God has
come to earth for them, bringing them joy in the midst of their
uncertainty. As we light the candle this Sunday, the candle that
signifies joy, let us allow that joy to bubble up in our hearts anew.
Light the candle, and keep the light of JOY burning brightly in our
hearts. Advent blessings to you!
Love from Vicar Dave

Here are our main Christmas services this year.
Please put them in your diary and plan to come along - and invite
friends and family. The services will also be live-streamed. (These are
the main services; we generally continue most of our usual services watch this space for details)

Join us at 11am at Jansel House.. We will then move to sing outside
Costa, the Co-op and Tesco! Spread the good news of Christmas!

Services after Christmas
Christmas Day - 10am Service Only (no 8:30 or 11:30am)
Wed 28th Dec - No midweek service
Sun 1st Jan - 10am Service Only (no 8:30 or 11:30am)
Wed 4th Jan - 10am Midweek Service
Sun 8th - 8:30am, 10am, 11:30am

Church Christmas Card
(made by the Sunday Club)
The Sunday Club have a Church Christmas Card on their notice board
in the hall. (Photo above) All the children have written a Christmas
message to their church family on baubles - do take a look.
They would like to encourage the rest of the congregation to get
involved in this as well and also add messages. Although it’s being
made by the Sunday Club they would like this to be a real ‘church
family’ card! So add your message and name, and people on the
livestream can send their messages to the Church Office, and we will
add them too!
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Can you help please?
We often need help with refreshments after services.* Can you help
with this?And, one particular occasion where help is sought:
Rock Carols at St T’s on Thursday 22 December 7:30pm – is anyone
available to serve refreshments in our church hall after this event?
Please speak to the parish Office to volunteer.
*There is a rota on the noticeboard in the kitchen for people to
volunteer and sign up for an empty slot?

Vauxhall Luton Male Voice Choir
About 80 years ago the Vauxhall Male Voice Choir, sponsored by
Vauxhall Motors, was formed in Luton. Whilst the sponsorship
diminished with the demise of Vauxhall Motors in the town, the choir
continued with the name and the badge. About 30 years ago the Luton
Male Voice Choir was formed, actually an offshoot of the Vauxhall
choir. Both choirs flourished until the arrival of Covid!! After the
pandemic, both choirs found that their membership had reduced to the
point where their viability was at risk.
This year the two choirs merged, with the new name of Vauxhall Luton
Male Voice Choir and we are proud to host the choir for a concert on
Saturday 10th December at 7.30pm (doors open 7pm). The concert is
raising funds both for the church and for the upkeep of the choir’s own
defibrillator. If you would like tickets please contact Rosemary on the
sound desk, or via the Church Office. The photo is from a concert in
Bedford in November 2022.

Can you help make someone happy?
Thank you to everyone who gave wonderful presents for those who
wouldn't otherwise receive one. How generous you are! And a big
thank you to Rosemary and David for taking all the donated presents
and coats to the Salvation Army this week - the presents filled their car
to overflowing!

Rock Angels
Hello all, hope you are well.
Lorraine and Donna will be selling pocket angels again this year but
with a twist. A rock twist to be exact! Each angel will be holding their
own mini-guitar. This is to tie in with the return of our Rock Carols
concert back by popular demand on Thurs 22nd December at 7.30pm.
You can pre-order your rock angel by commenting below or contacting
the office leaving your name and contact number. They will be £4 each
and all the proceeds are going to the charity 'Breast Cancer Now'
Alternatively, you can collect them on the evening of the concert.
If we have any leftover they will also be available on the same
evening along with some mini chocolate-filled stockings which will be
£1.50 each.
Merry Christmas and God Bless
Lorraine Pinnock and Donna Alexander

Calling all loyal Azalea supporters!
The Charity is throwing a Christmas celebration for the ladies that rely
on the kindness of Azalea. As well as a meal and entertainment, it
would be lovely to present them with a Christmas stocking to remind
them that they are indeed special and loved by God ( and us)
Azalea are busy trying to get some little gifts together but still looking
for some lip balms, hand creams and chocolate. Our goal is to have
40 stockings made up to give out. If you can donate any of the above
then please leave at the church office for the attention of Donna
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Daily Livestream 10am
Most weeks this is every day apart from Fridays, but see the header of
this newsletter to see details for this week. Join us on the Church
Facebook page ‘St Thomas Parish Church Stopsley’ (click this title, or
search for it)
After the service the video will be posted on a Google Public
Folder (click this title to find) and afterwards on our YouTube Channel,
and via our Church Website,
You can find our Church Website by clicking the link or searching
‘www.stopsleyparish.org’.
You can find the YouTube Channel by clicking the link or searching
‘Stopsley Parish Church’.

Get your copy!
We have a new monthly printed publication. Let us know if you would
like to receive a copy. Contact themessenger.stopsley@gmail.com

Inspirational Quote:
Put your hand in Jesus’ hand, and walk alone with Him. Walk ahead,
because if you look back you will go back.. Drana Bojaxhiu (Mother
Teresa’s mother)

Birthdays and other Celebrations
Congratulations to the following:
December
7 Gabriel Alexander,
12 Sylvia Saunders, WA Janet and Alan Crain
13 Jane Francis, Rebecca Capron
17 Ian Clitheroe
18 Kathryn Toon, Angela Scarlett-Marshall, Christine Murray
20 Ron Fletcher
21 David Stipta, Cassie-Anne Rogers
23 Charlotte Townson
24 WA Richard and Dee Lovelock
25 Alice Ritchie, Andrew Appuhamy
27 Neil Rolls
30 WA John and Lorraine Pinnock

Collect Prayer:
We give you thanks, O Lord,
for your heavenly gifts;
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit
that when your Christ comes again
we may shine as lights before his face;
who is alive and reigns now and for ever.
Amen
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Read The Bible Each Day:
Sunday
Isaiah 35.1-10 ; Psalm 146.4-10 ; Luke 1.46-55
Monday
Numbers 24.2-7, 15-17 ; Psalm 25.3-8 ; Matthew 21.23-27
Tuesday
Zephaniah 3.1-2, 9-13 ; Psalm 34.1-6, 21-22 ; Matthew 21.28-32
Wednesday
Isaiah 45.6b-8, 18, 21b-end ; Psalm 85.7-end ; Luke 7.18b-23
Thursday
Isaiah 54.1-10 ; Psalm 30.1-5, 11-end ; Luke 7.24-30
Friday
Isaiah 56.1-3a, 6-8 ; Psalm 67 ; John 5.33-36
Saturday
Genesis 49.2, 8-10 ; Psalm 72.1-5, 18-19 ; Matthew 1.1-17

Let us Pray:
The sick, including:
Sylvia Saunders, Nigel Manning, Sue Manning, Alan Crain,
Josephine Blackburn, Sarah Newbound, Keith Hudson, Jo, Sue
Lynn, Lorraine Parsons-Pinnock, Ragu, Rosemary, Moira Tomlin,
Jacob, Christopher Pollard, Carole Wood, Shirley Bell, Mike, Ken,
Daisy, Sarah, Jane, Peter, Jackie, David, Ralph, Dale, Janet, Stas
Those who are grieving for:
Bob Gunn, Nina Warren, Barbara Peters, Ro Chamberlain, Carol
Beneworth, Beryl Selden, Betty Philp, Roger Steventon, Jim
Sexton

Lots of love to you.
Vicar David
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